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Whether music is blown, scraped or sung, or beaten on a drum, it comes from
both inside us and outside of us. When we make music we are connecting our
inner beings to the world out there, and are expressing our fundamental
created-ness. However we understand our relationship with the Creator or the
Natural World or Cosmos, music is something which connects that which lies at
the heart of our being with that which is outside experiences we can articulate
in words. In music we enter another world and another time zone, where
duration and distance operate on a different level. In this way, music brings us
into a unique experience of the eternal and the timeless yet while grounding us
in the rhythms of human life. Music is God's gift in creation, and musical talent
witnesses to something vital, transcendent, and necessary.

The music of praise is the 'returning' of God's gift to us back to Him,
stamped with our own personality and response. All things come from God,
and of His own do we give Him: the returning of music in worship is a supreme
example of this. Where music is performed or enjoyed outside the context of
worship, it still reflects something of creation back to the Creator as the ability

to be musical is built into the very fabric of our existence.



